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Executive Summary

The Craft Cannabis Association of British Columbia (CCABC) is a non-profit 
society founded by a diverse group of cannabis advocates with decades of 
experience in the industry. We support the federal government’s commitment 
to amend cannabis laws that have criminalized generations of otherwise law-
abiding citizens. We want to ensure that high quality, locally produced cannabis 
is recognized and incorporated in the new regulatory framework. 

A thriving cannabis industry, estimated at $5 billion, already exists and is the 
backbone of the local economy of many communities in British Columbia and 
elsewhere in Canada. The pre-existing cannabis industry is comprised of hard-
working producers, processors, distributors, retailers and other entrepreneurs. It is 
vital that those who have specialized expertise and have long-awaited legislative 
reform are included in the new legal cannabis industry.

Consumers have demonstrated their preference for locally grown independent 
small batch craft cannabis. Many craft cannabis farmers became licensed 
designated growers under the previous Medical Marihuana Access Regulations 
(MMAR) program, and they continue to provide a variety of high quality cannabis 
that is tested and deemed safe by Health Canada accredited labs. These existing 
small scale cannabis producers and value-added product makers must be 
included in the new legal market.

We recommend:
Licensing for Small Craft Producers and Processors

The Cannabis Act must include regulations and licensing to accommodate small 
craft producers and processors, and we suggest the consideration of California’s 
Medical and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (MAUCRSA) as a 
proposed model (See Appendix One). 

The rationale for this recommendation is provided in the following Submission.
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Submission

The Craft Cannabis Association of British Columbia (CCABC) is a non-profit society 
founded by a diverse group of cannabis advocates with decades of experience in 
the industry. We are consumers, producers, and entrepreneurs who want to ensure 
that high quality, locally produced cannabis is duly respected and incorporated 
in the new regulatory framework for legal cannabis in Canada.

We support the federal government’s commitment to amend cannabis laws 
that have criminalized generations of otherwise law-abiding citizens.1,2 Many 
craft cannabis producers are licensed designated growers who provide a 
variety of high quality cannabis that is tested and deemed safe by Health 
Canada accredited labs. We support regulations at all levels of government that 
reasonably address concerns around public health and safety while promoting 
small business initiatives, environmental sustainability, economic sustainability, 
public education, research and consumer autonomy.

A thriving cannabis industry, estimated at $5 billion, already exists and is the 
backbone of the local economy of many communities in British Columbia and 
elsewhere in Canada. The pre-existing cannabis industry is comprised of hard-
working producers, distributors, retailers and other entrepreneurs. It is vital that 
those who have specialized expertise and have long-awaited legislative reform 
are included in the new legal cannabis industry.

The success of the new legal cannabis industry is already heavily influenced by 
consumer demand. Many consumers have come to know and love the choice of 
regional strains, handcrafted topicals, and edibles available from the craft market. 
The new regulations must include the producers and distributors that have been 
serving these consumers, or the black market will continue to thrive. Choice, 
quality, and the ability to support locally made products - these are all decisions 
currently influencing consumer choice.

We recommend:
Licensing for Small Craft Producers and Processors

The Cannabis Act must include regulations and licensing to accommodate small 
craft producers and processors, and we suggest the consideration of California’s 
Medical and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (MAUCRSA) for 
proposed license classes (See Appendix One).
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Rationale

Health
• Local and small-scale craft cannabis production means consumers are directly 
connected with the producers of each and every product - ensuring high quality 
practices, broader choice and unique medicinal solutions.
• Craft cannabis producers are dedicated to best practices, including third party 
testing, and are supportive of reasonable regulations.

Community
• Local socio-economic activity associated with the industry creates a strong 
foundation for community development. 
• Rural communities  have already experienced the benefits from small scale 
cannabis production and barriers to entering a legal market will negatively 
implicate prosperity across these Canadian communities. 

Economy
• This is a powerful opportunity to sustain and diversify our economy with 
meaningful employment and substantial tax revenues.
• Small-scale craft cannabis producers directly support and benefit their local 
economies.
• Cannabis provides a secondary income stream that has financially supported a 
large number of individuals for many decades.
• Cannabis production has allowed many communities to survive economic 
downturns in the natural resource industry, particularly in British Columbia.

Sustainability
• Cannabis is a renewable agricultural resource.
• Cannabis cultivation is often done indoors, increasing the use of chemicals and 
creating undue energy consumption and waste. Farming of sungrown cannabis 
outdoors greatly reduces the undue energy consumption of indoor growing. 
• Small-scale production allows growers to effectively manage agricultural risk 
factors like mildew and pest infestations while minimizing environmental harm 
from synthetic chemicals.

We look forward to licensing opportunities for small scale producers. CCABC 
believes that Canada can benefit from looking at California’s licensing model, as 
it successfully incorporates existing small scale, independent craft producers into 
a legal market. 
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APPENDIX ONE
California Licenses under the new Medical and Adult-Use Cannabis 

Regulation and Safety Act (MAUCRSA)3

California recently created a new set of regulations to accommodate both their 
medical program (Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act, MCRSA) and adult 
use program (Adult Use of Marijuana Act/Proposition 64). This is a summary.

Cultivation (Types 1-5)

Specialty (Cottage)
Type 1: Specialty Outdoor - up to 5,000 sq ft, or up to 50 mature plants on 
non-contigious plots;
Type 1A: Specialty Indoor - between 501 and 5,000 sq ft
Type 1B: Specialty Mixed-light - between 2,501 and 5,000 sq ft
Type 1C: Specialty Cottage - 2,500 sq ft or less for mixed-light cultivation, 
up to 25 plants outdoor, or 500 sq ft or less indoor cultivation

Small
Type 2: Small Outdoor - 5,001 to 10,000 sq ft;
Type 2A: Small Indoor - 5,001 to 10,000 sq ft;
Type 2B: Small Mixed-light - 5,001 to 10,000 sq ft;

Medium
Type 3: Medium Outdoor - 10,000 sq ft to one acre;
Type 3A: Medium Indoor - 10,001 to 22,000 sq ft;
Type 3B: Medium Mixed-Light - 10,001 to 22,000 sq ft;

Nursery
Type 4: Nursery Outdoor/Indoor/Mixed-light - up to one acre; license holders may 
also transport live plants

Large Scale Cultivation
Type 5: Cultivation; Outdoor; Large
Type 5A: Cultivation; Indoor; Large
Type 5B: Cultivation; Mixed-light; Large
Not issuing these licenses until 2023. No vertical integration permitted.

 

 
 

3. Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (MAUCRSA), Senate Bill No. 94. 2017-2018. California Legislative Assembly 
2017. Link: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB94
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Manufacturing
Type 6: Manufacturing using non-volatile solvents;
Type 7: Manufacturing using volatile solvents.

Testing
Type 8: Testing

Dispensary licenses
Type 10: Dispensary - general
Type 10A: Dispensary - no more than three retail sites.

Distribution
Type 11: Distribution

Microbusiness
Type 12: Microbusiness
Small farms with retailers not exceeding 10,000 sq ft. All inclusive, allows for 
cultivation, distribution and retail. Testing is independent.
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www.craftcannabis.ca
hello@craftcannabis.ca


