
 

Position Paper Executive Summary 
 
The Craft Cannabis Association of British Columbia is a nonprofit society, founded by a diverse 
group of cannabis advocates with decades of experience in the industry. We support the federal 
government’s commitment to amend cannabis laws that have criminalized generations of 
otherwise lawabiding citizens. We want to ensure that high quality, locally produced cannabis is 
recognized and incorporated in the new regulatory framework for legal cannabis in Canada.   
 
A thriving cannabis industry, estimated at $5 billion, already exists and is the backbone of the 
local economy of many communities in British Columbia and elsewhere in Canada. The success 
of the new legal cannabis industry depends on consumers and must reflect their preference for 
craft cannabis. To be effective, the consultation process and resulting legislation must 
demonstrate an understanding of the reciprocal relationships that exist between craft producers, 
retailers and consumers. We maintain the vital importance of including the craft cannabis 
industry in the consultation process for the creation of a comprehensive, collaborative and 
compassionate policy for cannabis in Canada. 
 
 To this end, we recommend the following: 
  
Recommendation 1:   Include Craft Producers 
Craft producers be specifically included in the new regulatory framework, and supported in 
making the transition to a legalized cannabis industry. 
  
Recommendation 2:  Include Craft Retailers 
Local communitybased cannabisspecific retailers be specifically included in the regulatory 
framework. 
  
Recommendation 3: Include Sustainability Initiatives 
Legislative support and incentives be provided for green technology to position Canada as a 
leader in environmentally responsible cannabis production. 
  
Recommendation 4: Include Research, Education and Consumer Autonomy 
New legislation include provisions for research and education, while respecting and recognizing 
the autonomy of cannabis consumers. 
  
  
In this Position Paper, we will provide the rationale for these recommendations. 
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The Craft Cannabis Association of British Columbia is a non-profit society, 
founded by a diverse group of cannabis advocates with decades of experience 
in the industry. We are consumers, producers, and entrepreneurs who want to 
ensure that high quality, locally produced cannabis is duly respected and 
incorporated in the new regulatory framework for legal cannabis in Canada.

We support the federal government’s commitment to amend cannabis laws 
that have criminalized generations of otherwise law-abiding citizens.1,3 
We support regulations at all levels of government that reasonably address 
concerns around public health and safety while promoting small business 
initiatives, environmental and economic sustainability, public education, 
research and consumer autonomy.

A legal cannabis industry in Canada could contribute $10 billion annually 
to the national economy.2 A thriving cannabis industry, estimated at $5 
billion already exists and is the backbone of the local economy of many 
communities in British Columbia and elsewhere in Canada. The pre-existing 
cannabis industry is comprised of hard-working producers, distributors, 
retailers and other entrepreneurs. It is vital that those who have specialized 
expertise and have long-awaited legislative reform are included in the new 
legal cannabis industry.

The success of the new legal cannabis industry depends on consumers 
and must reflect their preference for craft cannabis. To be effective, 
the consultation process and resulting legislation must demonstrate an 
understanding of the reciprocal relationships that bind craft producers, 
retailers and consumers. The new regulations must include the producers and 
distributors that have been serving these consumers, or the black market will 
continue to thrive. 

Any regulatory approach that precludes the involvement of small-scale, 
independent entrepreneurs in the emerging marketplace, or stigmatizes 
responsible use, will result in continued civil disobedience and litigation, 
with associated costs borne by Canadian taxpayers. This is an opportunity 
to put the past behind us and work co-operatively to create comprehensive, 
collaborative and compassionate drug policy. 

To this end, we put forward the following recommendations:
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Recommendation 1:  

Include Craft Producers
Craft producers be specifically included in the new regulatory framework, and 
supported in making the transition to a legalized cannabis industry.

Rationale:
 • Craft cannabis producers support their local economies. 
 • Cannabis production provides a secondary income stream that has  
    financially supported a large number of individuals for many decades. 
 • Cannabis production has allowed many communities to survive 
    economic downturns in the natural resource industries, particularly in  
    the province of British Columbia.
 • Craft cannabis producers are dedicated to best practices, including  
    third party testing, and are supportive of reasonable regulations.

Recommendation 2:  

Include Craft Retailers
Local community-based cannabis-specific retailers be specifically included in 
the regulatory framework.

Rationale:
 • Craft cannabis retailers are locally owned small businesses that are  
    valued and preferred by consumers for the quality of their products,  
    selection, knowledge and service. 
 • Craft retailers provide quality jobs and revenue to their communities.
 • Craft cannabis retailers are happy to abide by industry best practices,  
    including providing only products that are free from residual 
    pesticides and fertilizers.
 • Cannabis-only retailers provide non-stigmatizing service, eliminate 
    exposure to other non-complementary legal substances (e.g. alcohol),  
    discourage use of the black market, and exposure to illegal drugs.

Recommendation 3: 

Include Sustainability Initiatives
Legislative support and incentives be provided for green technology to position 
Canada as a leader in environmentally responsible cannabis production.

Rationale:
 • Prohibition has forced growing operations indoors, increasing use of  
    chemical by-products and undue energy consumption. 
 • Small-scale production, which is the standard for craft cannabis 
    operations, allows growers to effectively manage agricultural risk  
    factors like mildew and pest infestations while minimizing 
    environmental harm from synthetic chemicals.
 • Consumer driven demand for sustainable products, like sungrown  
    cannabis, will increase as consumers become aware of the personal  
    health and environmental implications of purchases. 
 • With forward-thinking initiatives such as green building standards and  
    incentives, producers will move towards industry best practices.
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Recommendation 4: 

Include Research, Education and Consumer Autonomy
New legislation include provisions for research and education, while respecting 
and recognizing the autonomy of cannabis consumers.

Rationale:
 • The public needs fact-based, non-stigmatizing information to make  
    informed choices that will affect themselves and others.
 • Consumers want access to safe products and information about how  
    to maximize benefits and reduce harms.
 • Consumers are committed to responsible use. They want safe roads,  
    and are happy to comply with safe practices and evidence-based 
    impairment testing. 
 • Consumers want to be free from stigmatization for their decisions to  
    use cannabis. 

We are excited about Canada’s effort to modernize our approach to drug policy, 
and in this regard we maintain the vital importance of including the craft 
cannabis industry in the consultation process for developing new regulations. 
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